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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

[ 

Sir: 

In response to the Action mailed September 8, 2000, Applicants elect to prosecute the 
claims of Group I, with partial traverse . 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claims of Groups I and II should be examined 
together, so that the first Action on the merits of this application would treat claims 1-7, 12-15, 
18-23, and 25-30 on their merits. The claims of Groups I and I are identically classified and 
cover subject matter that is closely related. Since these claims will all be examined in the same 
class and subclass in the art, there is no search burden resulting from the consideration of Groups 
I and II together. The Examiner does not justify the separate grouping of Groups I and II on 
burden of search grounds, but instead states that these groups "are distinct in that they are 
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capable of separate manufacture, use or sale as claimed." The Examiner cites no evidence to 
support this conclusion, and Applicants respectfully submit that the materials of Groups I and II 
would be used in the same way and would be sold as magnets of similar characteristics. The fact 
that slightly different manufacturing processes may be involved, a fact that the Examiner has not 
substantiated, does not mean that the claims are distinct for purposes of examination. Applicants 
do not wish to traverse the Examiner's observations with respect to patentability and respectfully 
point out that where there is no search burden from examining separately identified groups of 
claims together, restriction should not be required. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the claims of Groups I and II be 
examined together in this application. Early action allowing the claims of those groups is 
sohcited. 

In the event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the Patent and 
Trademark Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant petitions 
for any required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Commissioner to charge 
the cost of such petitions and/or fees due in connection with the fiUing of this to Deposit 
Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. 251002009000. However, the Commissioner is not 
authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 

Dated: September 28, 2000 



Respectfully submitted. 
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